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The rapid development of the West Side has
raised concerns particularly about the inade-
quacies of the infrastructure (roads, drainage,
water and sewer, parks, schools, etc.) and the
inability of the City government to keep up with
the demand for more development in the area.
Most of the growth has been residential with
many of the residents going elsewhere in the
City to work. More jobs occur on the east side
(one for every two persons) of the River than on
the west side (one for every four persons).

The West Side Community Blueprint is an
initial attempt to identify some of the most press-
ing priorities of the area from the point of view
of the various community representatives.
Although most of the concerns and issues are
also addressed in the recently adopted West
Side Strategic Plan and in some of the Area
Sector Plans, these documents primarily
address the physical development of the area,
such as land use, urban design, etc.

The Blueprint is a document which
attempts to not only deal with the physical
development of the area, but to include and
organize other area priorities, such as the social
services and other public services required in
the area. The Blueprint serves as one of the
building blocks for revising and updating the
City's Comprehensive Plan. By comparing all
the other Blueprints from the other planning
areas and eventually all the Area Plans, com-
mon issues, strengths and opportunities should
surface and lead to adoption of City and region-
wide policies.

The first part of the Blueprint provides intro-
ductory and background information on how
and why this document is being produced by
each of the planning areas.

The second part of the Blueprint organizes
the key findings about each of the Planning
Areas according to the City’s Goals. They will
enable the establishment of baseline data of
community conditions that can be used to eval-
uate community progress in addressing these
conditions over time.

The third section of the Blueprint presents
the history of the area to attempt to relate what
is happening in the area now with what has hap-
pened in the past starting with the first known
human activity on the West Side starting over

10,000 years ago. Human activity continues in
the area with new subdivisions of mostly single-
family homes extending to the west and north.
The West Side, with its abundance of vacant
land, will continue to provide a majority of
Albuquerque’s future expansion.

The next part of the Blueprint, “People and
Demographics”, presents data on the people liv-
ing in the area. West Side residents are generally
younger and more family oriented than the City
as a whole and that this population has a rela-
tively high educational level.

The “Community Identity” section describes
the West Side and its significant features. The
West Side, greater Albuquerque’s fastest grow-
ing area, extends from [40 north to the
Bernalillo County northern boundary below the
community of Rio Rancho and Corrales. The
West Side, area-wise, is the largest planning
area. The area contains several unique environ-
mental features, such as the petroglyphs,
important to the entire metropolitan area in
terms of physical form and quality of life.

“Transportation and Infrastructure”, the
area’s biggest concern, and the most discussed
issue among West Side residents is presented in
the next section of the Blueprint. In particular,
the transportation needs of the area calls for a
full range of transportation opportunities rang-
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Community-Based Planning

Albuquerque’s Community

Planning Areas

In 1996, the City of Albuquerque began doing
business a new way. Based on information gath-
ered at public workshops held in 199394, the
Albuquerque Community Identity Program was
prepared. It was adopted by the Mayor and City
Council in 1995 to facilitate effective planning
and service delivery to all parts of Albuquerque.

The Albuquerque Community Identity
Program divides Albuquerque and parts of
Bernalillo County into ten communities to facil-
itate broad-based public involvement in
planning. To help accomplish this, partnerships
of City Councillors, City government staff, repre-
sentatives from public schools, neighborhoods,
businesses and institutions, and others have
formed to assess community conditions, priori-
tize issues, and work together to solve
community problems. A community planner
has been assigned to each community. Most
partnerships have chosen priority work for 1997-

98. With city staff assistance, the partnerships
design approaches and solutions, network to
find public and private resources, and work to
direct changes to City policy, planning, and
spending for projects and programs in their
community planning areas.

The Public Works Department, Family and
Community Services Department, and the
Capital Implementation Program s Parks, Open
Space and Trails section each have their own
community planner to help coordinate sub-area
planning and implementation. Interagency
coordination is further facilitated through a
Government Response Team comprised of rep-
resentatives from the Mayor's Office, City
Council Office, and the City Departments.

The Community Planning Partnerships

The Partnerships formed between May and
November, 1996. City Councillors serve as co-
chairs. Currently, members include the
principals of high schools and representatives of
neighborhood associations, the Senior Citizen
Centers, and business organizations. Names are
continually added to the mailing list. During the
first year, meetings were held almost every
month in most areas. In their second year the
partnership may select a core group of people
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The City of Albuquerque adopted the following seven City Goals in 1994. They are used to set one-year objectives for
City Government and to organize annual budget requests. They are also used as the basis for performance review doc-
umented in the Albuquerque Progress Report, one of the City’s primary evaluation tools.

The Community Blueprints for Action organize the key findings about each of Albuquerque’s Community
Planning Areas under these citywide goals. This will help establish baseline measures of community conditions that
can be used to evaluate community progress.
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the West Side’s
Community Profile



History and Development

History and Development

According to archeological findings, the first
known human activity on the West Side started
over 10,000 years ago. Archeologists have found
remains of campfires and stone chips from tool
making left by ancient hunters. These hunters
apparently pursued the animals which roamed the
area near shallow lakes which dotted the grassy
mesa west of the volcanoes. As the climate grew
warmer, the lakes disappeared and so did the large
animals. Other people came into the area over the
next thousands of years and tended food crops as
evidenced by thousand-year-old pithouses and
primitive farming sites along the volcanic escarp-
ment and farther west. By the year 1300, the
descendants of the builders of the pithouses and
small rock dams were building large adobe vil-
lages near their fields along the flood plain of the
Rio Grande River.

In the 1500’s and 1600’s, Spanish explorers and
colonists began coming into the area from Mexico.

ﬁ mcmw ww _uoq _%wma,cna«@ mnc;ww <
balance new construction, -
,Bm_:ﬁmamsnm and repair.

[Goal4] >nr_m<m m:"..nm_:mw_m am<m.o_u3m=n
~ and balanced development
- and redevelopment, including
__ infill development.
[Goal 6] Adopt and pursue _Buwmam:amo:
_ ofaneconomic vitality strategy.

The Pueblos, who had lived in the area for years,
eventually yielded much of the agricultural land to
the new settlers. For over 200 years, the West Mesa
was predominantly grazing country for the cattle
and sheep belonging to residents of two early 18th
century farming villages, Atrisco to the south and
Alameda in the north. One of the many trails com-
prising the Camino Real traversed the hills on the
West Side of the River. To reach the Villa of
Albuquerque on the east side of the Rio Grande
River, Atrisquenos usually crossed the River bed
on foot since the Rio Grande was “nowhere navi-
gable and everywhere fordable,” according to one
19th century writer.

After New Mexico became a territory of the
United States in 1846, several attempts to establish
a road across the mesa to the west failed. Even the
railroad could not deal with the physical barrier
presented by the steep slopes and sand hills and
routed their tracks south to Los Lunas, where they
turned west through a break in the sand hills. The
railroad, which reached Albuquerque in 1880, cre-
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This residential growth continues, with new
subdivisions of mostly single-family homes extend-
ing to the west and north. Large apartment
complexes are also rising in the area, adding to the
base of housing available for new West Side resi-
dents. Commercial and industrial development,
parks and community facilities have lagged behind
home construction, but with the construction of
Cottonwood Mall, the State’s largest regional mall
and its associated development, many
Albuquerque businesses have opened West Side
branches, concentrating in the area along Coors
Boulevard between Paseo Del Norte and NM 528.

The West Side Partnership has expressed con-
cern that planning tools have not adequately
served the City and the West Sides’s needs in par-
ticular. They feel that the policies of the West Side
Strategic Plan have not made a difference, and that
the Environmental Planning Commission has
made decisions contrary to the Plan. The
Partnership would like to become more involved
in helping implement policies to slow down
growth on the West Side, track development cases,
and to follow up on programs and projects impact-
ing the West Side.
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the City. About 14% of households earn between
46% and 77% of the City’s median family income.
The rest of the households earned more than the
median family income.

On the West Side, 353 households receive pub-
lic assistance income. This is 3% of all West Side
households and the third lowest of all the planning
areas of the City. Of the area’s residents, about
seven percent live in poverty. This ranks third low-
est of the ten community planning areas. The West
Side has a low proportion of persons and house-
holds in poverty. Of those in poverty status, Native
Americans make up 26% of that population. The
proportion of Native Americans in the population
is the largest of all the planning areas.

Of single female headed households, only 12%
live in poverty. Of those, 57% have children
between five and 17 years of age (a high propor-
tion compared to other planning areas). Another
18% have children under five years of age. Of the
total unrelated individuals in the area, 8% live in
poverty which is the lowest of all the planning
areas.

Employment

Of those in the labor force, 936% are employed
(third highest of all the planning areas), and about
4% are unemployed (third lowest of all the plan-
ning areas).

Demographics Comparison between Demographics Comparison between
West Side and City Wide West Side and City Wide

xo< m:&:um.

. :.a Westsida is ﬂsm vmm% m«oi_sm  further am<m_ou3m3 to the west s
area o?vm QQ of a&:ncwﬁcm. - n_..m lack of availability of utilities m:a
other infrastructure and the cost

_ associated with the a@&ogma
L om m:nw 53%2&:3. ”Y

A m_mn,mnwza amount of land is vaﬂ
tobe aw<m~ovmn even withinthe
mm<&%5m m_.mmw ( is m::n_vmﬂma
that development will eventually  The West Side StrategicPlan,
_ continue westward ali the wayto | recently adopted by the City, should
the Rio Puerco where the Canoncito provide guidance for the continued
. zm{,e.o. and wmmﬁwmcnw thdian L maén.. of the West Side. .
~ Reservation boundariesbegin. |+ Residential development is E.Bm:_v\
- . single family rocm.:m

west side community 11



"[ooyog
USiH esoy 1sop 9yl se yons ‘sonijoe) oqnd
JIayjo woiy eare ay) aAkas (JAL) SINISU] [RUONIRIOA
[eoruyod], onbienbnqy oyl jo  sayoueig
‘sjooyds oiqnd sy} ueyl ISYI0 SPIS 1AM Y} UO
suonMusul [euonednpa ou Apuasaid aie a1y,

*S[[IH 9sipeied 1eau yodily epaule[y ayj 03 Juad
-e[pe pajedo] si [00YdS YSIH eloql) "eale dY) UIyiim
paled0o] [ooyds ySiy A[uo ayj st ejoqr) "0t Jo yinos
Aerelpawiwll ‘pIeAInog SI00) YINOS JO ises pd
-1ed0] SI [00YDS S[PPI SWepy "peoy oyydurey pue
19211 YMNO, 1edu ‘ISATY SpuelD) Oy 3Y) JO SpIS
1583 dY} U0 Paledof Si [00YDS JPPIN Iojhe], "eale
31} SPISINO Pajed0o] a1 S[OoYDS Y1oq ‘edIe 3y} 9D1A
-19S S[OOYDS 9say} ‘YSnoyily ‘S[ooyds Iojhe], pue
swepy ay] aIe 3say], ‘OpIS 1SOM Y} SAISS seale
1uadelpe Ul paledo] SI9YJ0 OM) pue Bale 3y} Ul pa
-Jed0] SI {00YDS S[PPIW SUQ) "BaIE JSOWLIDYINOS 34}
SOAIBS [OOUDS AIRJUSUID[Y pUR[eART] pPUR BaiR )
Jo uoruod [enuad ay) SIOIAIDS [00YDS AlejUudwd[y
[euedey) -yied ydASonsd sy Jesu eare ay)
S9AISS [00UDS SoYSnH SUe Sy} d[Iym eare S[IH
asipeied ay) saads Ajuewud jooyos Areyusuroryg
RISIA BLISIG "BaJR 9Y) DAISS SallI[1oR} [00YdS Alejuawl

=3[0 XI§ "1ousiq (SdV) [0oyds dlqnd anbianbnqry
3Y) Ui are eale 9yl ulyim sfooyds dnqnd (v

“(seare Suruuerd ay je
jo uomiodoid 1s3ySIY paIy) ay)) salenpeid a§o[[0d
ale y0¢ pue (seare Suruueld oy [ jo uoipodoid
159yS1y ay)) uoneonpa Arepuodas jsod swos asey
%17 ‘serenpelid Jooyds Ysiy aie %49z Moqy ‘[ooyds
ySiy wolj pajenpeid Jou aAely eale 9pIS 1S9M

dU] Ul SJUSPISAI JO %6 INOQY ‘[9AJ] [euOnEINPd
ys1y Aeaneas e sey uonendod apig 1sop 9y,

“S9NI[1D') 21ed P[IYD pue SISJUSD AIUNWUWOD 10}
KemIapun Apnis UOLRDIO] pUE SPasuU apIM-AIID B sey
juswipeda(] SoOIAISS AUNWIWO)) pue AJiwe ay],
‘ssouajeudoidde-ofe pue ‘Suinpayds ‘Ajoeded
}S0D SUIPN[DUI SSNIANDR JISWIWINS pUR [00OYIS-IdYe
pue [00yds-a1d ‘S9DIAISS 91D PIYD SSOSse 0} pasu
e SI a19y], ‘sweisoid pazipIsgns 10 }SOI-MO[ dAeY
siopraoid asayl Iayloym ‘awll SIY} je ‘umouyun
st 3 pue ‘sioplaoad oreaud wol I[qejeae
OS[e a1e Sa21AI8S a1ed PIY) A1) 9y} jo sued 1aylo
0} 1O Bale eSO 1SoMINOG aY) Ul a4ed P[IYD 0} JUdS
ale S3ANRLLIS)[R OU YIIM USIP[IYD 3Y) JO AUey "eaie
SUJ) Ul SIS a1eD PIYD papunj AN) ou aIe aidy],

*$9LI0831ed 10q ul seare Suruueld sy [[e Jo 1S9MO]
paiy} eaie oy} Sunjuel ‘uonerndod s eaie 9y} JO %71
10} JUNODJR S[eNPIAIPUL PaJe[aIU[] %] 10} JUNOdDR
so[ewd) olSuls Aq popesy Sp[oyasnoy s edie
9PIS 1S9M dY], 'sp[oyssnoy [[e Jo %9'L] dsudwiod
SpIOyasnoy papeay-a[ewa) Suls ‘apImAl)
‘(eale oY) Ul SPISAL H[Z'E
Ajorewnrxordde) afe jo sreak 2AyY iopun USIP[IYD
jo seare Suruueid oy [fe Suowre uowmodoid ise
-4yS1y puodas ayj sey apig 1SoM 2y, seare Suruueld
ayl {ie Jo uomodoid 3soySiy pay) ay} ‘satjiure;
o|dnod paulew aIe 9eg ‘edie S|Y) ul Sulal] s
-1uIej [[e JO "9PIS 1S3\ Y} UO SUlAl] USIP[IYD Si0Ul
ylim Sol[iuie] aioul aie aidy} pue ‘sarjiure} s[dnod
pauuew jo uotuodoid ySiy e sey apiS 1sop Sy

uonp>Np3 pup Yanoy ‘uaipjiyd ‘A4

AHUNWWOD 3pIs 1S3m ZI



Recent community meetings on the planning
of school facilities indicated a need for an addi-
tional middle school in the northern portion of the
West Side. APS has plans to build a new middle
school, south of 140 near Unser, to serve some of
the students in the southern portion of the West
Side.

Additionally, several members of the recently
formed West Side Community Planning
Partnership have expressed serious concern about
lack of planning by APS and a need for the city to
work much more closely with them.

Seniors and Special Groups

The area’s residents over 65 years of age total 2,022
or about 6% of the population, ranking the area
third lowest among the ten community planning
areas.

There are few services, primarily provided by
private providers, for senior citizens in the area.
There are no senior citizen centers nor public
housing facilities. An assessment needs to be made
of the need for facilities for senior citizens, includ-
ing housing, recreation, group meeting locations,
transportation and meals. One consideration is
that although the 1990 Census reports relatively
few senior citizens on the West Side, in one or two
decades many current residents will need services
for seniors.

Citizens with disabilities are a small part of the

population in the area. Of all persons between the
ages of 16 and 64, about 2% (531) have
mobility/self care limitations and 6% (1,397) have
work disabilities.

The homeless population is not evident in the
area. There are no service providers for the home-
less in the area. Most of the services for the
homeless are located in Central Albuquerque

where the homeless population is most prevalent.
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place at such a pace that urban design and plan-
ning decisions are critical in protecting its unique
cultural qualities and spectacular natural setting.
Originally open and agricultural in nature, much of
the West Mesa was held in large land holdings,
either ranches or land grants dating from the
1600's. Heirs of the land grants along with
American Indians have ancestral ties to the cultur-
al and natural resources of the area. From the Rio
Grande oxbow, rich in wildlife habitat, to the five
volcanic cones marking Albuquerque’s western
skyline, the land itself, not the built environment,
has defined the west mesa in the past.

The area contains several unique environmen-
tal features important to the entire metropolitan
area in terms of physical form and quality of life.
These include the volcanos, the petroglyphs, the
historic or archaeological areas, the bosque and
the views.

The five volcanic cones and several smaller
points of eruption form a dramatic skyline and
increase awareness of Albuquerque’s geologic
past. The six lava sheets extending eastward from
the cones come to a well-defined edge at the east-
erly-most sheet. This edge sharply descends to
mark the boundary between the volcanic area and
the valley slopes and terraces area. The black edge
of this lava escarpment stands out on the mesa
landscape as one of its most characteristic forms.

The Petroglyphs National Monument takes up a
large part of the West Side. The Petroglyph National

Monument was established through federal legisla-
tion after years of work by local agencies and
individuals dedicated to the preservation of its
unique cultural, historical, spiritual and physical
features. It is an area covering 7,244 acres in size
and includes the volcanos and basalt escarpment
areas that were previously part of the City’s open
space system. The National Monument is of great
national and local significance and is both a
unique asset and unusual constraint to the urban
development planned around its boundaries.

The Bosque, located all along the Rio Grande
River is a unique local and Statewide resource. The
Bosque transition zone is located east of Coors
Boulevard in the portion of the West Side which is
north of Central Avenue. The woodland edge is
irregular and the topography along the River
changes significantly from the steep bluffs found
immediately north of Central Avenue to the grad-
ual slopes at Alameda. There area seven formal
River access points where most recreational use of
the Bosque will occur for West Side residents.
These are at: the new La Orilla public access pro-
posed in the Bosque Action Plan for Rio Grande
Valley State Park; at the north side of the Alameda
crossing; at Central Avenue where access to the
new Biological Park will be provided; at the
Calabacillas Arroyo; at the southwest corner of
Bridge Boulevard; at Rio Bravo; and at La Vega
between Bridge Boulevard and Rio Bravo.

As one looks west, cloudscapes, sunrises, sun-
sets and rugged natural forms and colors provide a
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Transportation and Infrastructure

Transportation and Infrastructure

The West Side, area-wise, is the largest planning
area. The primary east-west transportation links to
the rest of the City are Interstate 40 at the southem
edge, Montano and Paseo Del Norte in the central
portion and Alameda Boulevard and NM 528 at the
northern edge. The primary north-south transporta-
tion linkages are Coors Boulevard running parallel
to the Rio Grande River and Unser Boulevard from
40 up to the eastern edge of the Petroglyphs
National Monument in the central portion of the
planning area.

Transportation is probably the most discussed
issue among West Side residents. A viable trans-
portation network, which would not only link the
west side of the River to the east, but also serve
neighborhoods has not been developed. For over a
decade, the River crossing issues remained largely
unresolved, pitting one community against anoth-
er. The explosion of single- family homes has
increased pressures on the transportation system.

Hmowm 3 ,u For 53&&25@ Bc:maq vm_msnm
new construction, Bm_:ﬂm:wnnm
_and repair.

H Goal 5] Increase environmental w_dnmnﬁ_o: and
. resource conservation. .

A full range of transportation opportunities ranging
from efficient, cost-effective transit, improved arte-
rial roads, a well-planned system of bicycle and
pedestrian trails and alternatives such as car pool-
ing and telecommuting must be found.

As in many other communities, transportation
planning has been overtaken by development, a
problem exacerbated by environmental, archeo-
logical and land-use considerations. In many
cases, transportation decisions are being affected
by pressures from the private sector for access to
more land to be developed.

Traffic Congestion

The Albuquerque Progress Report (December,
1996) lists only one intersection on the West Side
in its top 20 intersections that have the highest
demand versus capacity. This is the Paseo del
Norte/Eagle Ranch intersection. Vehicle travel
demand which exceeds capacity, however, is less
a problem for the whole West Side than for other

west side community 17



noqe [eIUSF Ul pue ‘UOSI[[§ PueR 3SINO)) J[ON) Je
uonse5u0d 8y} ‘SI00)) JO UOISUSIX Y] INoqe UIdd
-uod passaldxa sey diysiouned apIg 1S90 YL

"eale
oY) Ul speol pue sjoadis 9y} SO[> 0} SNUNRUOD [[IM
‘peoy 9sino)) jjon Suofe Ajeradss ‘uomod wrie
-1samypou ay) ut saxajdwiod yusuipede jo Suipjing
AAed] "dlqe[leAR 3Q P[NOYS SouUe[ 210Ul Jey]) SiSof
-Sns woaned oyjesy sy} usym (pieasjnog sioo)d)
[eusye Jofewl yinos-yuou auo Auo Suiaey Aq
PauIensuod sl 9pIS 1S9 dY) UO MO dljer) 9y

‘B3R Y]} UL dljjel) PaIsasuod ‘Aaeay Apeaie ay) o}
ppe 0s[e [00YS YSIH [0qI) 8Y) WO} PUe 0] SI9[d
-ARI} 9], "9ANRUIS)[R SUNNWWOD B Se PROY 9SIN0))
jlon Suisn ose are ‘oyduey ory ui jueld [A[
a1 Je A[[eroadse ‘sioxiop, "eale [[ew 9y} ySnoiyl
05 10U Op UDIYM SIINOI SIANRUI][R SUINDIS 1. SID
-[oAen} pue [[ew! ay) Suipunouins (preasnog sioo))
[eusye Jofews ay) SUIpN[OUL) S19311S dY) Paisafuod
sey [[BN POOMUONO)) 3} UM Pajdauuod dyjei],
‘paieiausd Suiaq dyjel) 9y} Jo UOITRIAPISUOD aNnp
oYM J[Ing dq 0} sjuswede pamojje sey A10) ay}
s[o9) diysiouued 9pIS 1SOA 9y, ‘eaie J)eipauiwll
91} Ul pauND20 sey juawdo[PAdp [RIDISWWOD pue
‘sgui[[omp Ajiwel-pnu A[eroadse ‘fenjuapisal aiow
20UIS A[SNOpUSUIaL) PIsealdul sey dljel], “eaie ay)
u1 spooyioqySiau 0} SuIpIOdDR ISeI| JB ‘UOYRINOW
1e Ajeidadsa ‘9sino)) jjon) Suofe SULUNdd0 9q 0)
SUWISAS UOLSaFU0D 1591eai§ oY) MOU Jey) Yyons ‘SuId)
-sAs s)9a1)s puR SpPRO1 dY) U0 PURWASP 3} pasueyd
sey ‘eale Jeg U92AdS Ay} ul Aferadse ‘uened
oijen} 9y) ‘19ASMOY ‘UIMOIS Panuiuod yim

"BaIR 11U 3Y) O} JOU pue Sease
oy10ads Ajuo 0} ad1a19s apiaoid Ay} Jeyl Ul oM
-Jou 12a13s lofewl papaau aif) a19]dwod o} ajenbape
JOU di® SIOJII[OD puUe S[eLDUE. 9591 [, "SI0}I3[[0D Se
SISY)O puUR dAU(] UOSI[[F PU® S[eLDUE Sk 193N Y186
pue peOY OURJUOJN ‘pieAd[nog asipeied ‘peoy
3SIN0) J{on Anuaplt eare aiy 10j sue|d 121se|

"ISATY 9y} pue Juswdiedss JIUeD[OA S} ‘SHIoM
-Jou afeureip Iofew se yons sarnjesj dyderSodoy
Wol] dsUe SUIRISUOD ISaYl() "pieAd[nog SI00)
uo aduspuadop Suolns oY)l SWODIBAC 0} djenb
-9pe Aemjo-s)ySu apiaoid o1 safusjieyd juasaid
S)WI| S[eUSUR JO UIDISAS INOS-YUOU € YIIMm Iayjoue
SUO 0] SoNUNWWOd 3say) Supjulf uo siseydwo
OU pue pIeAd[nog SI00) 0} $sadde uo siseydurd
ue ypum padojoAsp UdIym SORIUNWIWIOD [eRUIP
-1so1 pauueld 1s)sew djeredss jo uwaned ayj,

"pieAd[NOg SI00)) O}
[o]eded s19911S YINOS-YHOU SNONUNIUOD AUe JO Juaul
-dojoAap ay) paurensal sey ‘IaAamoy ‘seare payned
9S3Y) US9MIaq PapIAIPgNS jou puej tolew JO 32Ud)
-SIXd 9y, 'seate pane[d asoy) ur padojossp aiom
SHIOMISU 19211 "Youry IO[AR], pue SJI[D) OUBD[OA
‘oyoury oIy ‘s[|i osipeled JO SaNIUNUIWIOD
oy} 105 sueqd 1syseus jo uondope ay) yiim IndJ0 0}
ue§aq eale Y} YSnoiy) pue 0) SS900' JIayuny

‘pausisap se Alioeded 119y} UIY)im a1 SPIS 1S9 Y}
Uo $199.41S 9Y3 Jey) ‘|[eiA0 aU} Ul ‘Sise88ns siy], A
-1oeded jo 9,0¢ Inoge Je SI0}IY[0D pueR ‘%Gl Jnoqe
je sjeuaye Jouiw ‘Ajoeded Jo %489 InOQe je ale ApIg
159 M 2y uo sjeuape fediouud ayy, A1) ays jo sued

Aunwwod apis 1s3m gL



transportation plans for the area.

The Coors Boulevard expansion project fund-
ed in the 1997 GO bond issue has designed the
addition of two lanes on Coors between and . This
project is due to begin construction in , and be
completed by.

Most of the travelers crossing the River do so
because of work related reasons. Since the number
of river crossings has probably reached its maxi-
mum for the foreseeable future with the opening of
the Monta§o Bridge, development of additional
employment and services in village and communi-
ty centers must be pursued as recommended in the
West Side Strategic Plan. As more businesses and
jobs are developed on the West Side, the need to
cross the-River via the automobile should be
reduced and stabilize over the long term.

The West Side Strategic Plan contains recom-
mendations which will address all the issues raised
here. This Blueprint recommends immediate next
steps.

Mass Transit

The Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments
(MRGCOG) recently developed daily journey to
work data to identify how many commuters were
using alternate modes of transportation to get to
and from work. Alternate modes of transportation
include: mass transit; car pooling; walking and
bicycling; etc. The data indicated that although

alternate modes of transportation are available in
Albuquerque, over 80% of commuters drive alone
to work. The continued dominance of single occu-
pancy vehicles as the primary mode of
transportation places stress on both the environ-
ment and the street infrastructure systems.

The West Side is no exception when it comes
to the use of the automobile as the primary source
of commuting. Other alternatives are not yet pre-
sent on the West Side to provide incentives for
commuters to get out of their vehicles to use other
forms of travel to and from work. There is present-
ly only one fixed route bus system operating the
length of Coors Boulevard. Although Sun Tran has
added express service in the last two years and
increased ridership, the growth of the area creates
need for even more routes, express or otherwise.

Several West Side transit corridors have been
identified in the Transportation Evaluation Study
(TES) and the Regional Transit Authority (RTA)
service plan. These include: NM 528; Coors
Boulevard, Coors Bypass; Paseo del Norte; Paseo
del Volcan; I40; and Montano. All of these major
roadways will carry transit of some type.

Bike Ways and Trails: Bike routes along City
streets can be found on Coors Boulevard from
Ladera Drive to Alameda. A combination of bike
lanes on-street and off-street bike trails run along
Unser Boulevard from 140 to Dellyne. The length of
Montano and Dellyne in the area also have on-
street bike routes. There are several local streets in
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the trunk or service area. Additional or extension
of wells or trunks to the west of the existing trunks
and wells are not being planned at this time.

The City Council in April, 1997 adopted the
Albuquerque Water Resources Management
Strategy as the City’s water supply policy. This rep-
resents major water policy changes from those that
guided City activities since the 1950’s. Among
these policies include: pursue and support region-
al water resources planning and management;
develop and fully use its San Juan-Chama and Rio
Grande surface water; and fully achieve adopted
water conservation goal to reduce per capita use
by 30 percent (base period average use is 250 gal-
lons per person per day) by the year 2004.

The recommended strategy represents a shift
away from the City’s traditional approach of simply
pumping more and more water from the local
aquifer; much of which is not replenished (a fact
which was discovered only recently).

To implement the policies of the Albuquerque
Water Resources Management Strategy, the City
Council adopted increases to the water and sewer
rates as follows: 4.7% for Fiscal Years 1998 and
1999; and 4.5% for Fiscal Years 2000 to 2004. This is
equivalent of increasing the typical monthly resi-
dential water and sewer bill from about $32 in 1998
to about $43 in 2005. Even with these increases,
City rates will remain competitive with those utili-
ties operating in neighboring areas such as Rio
Rancho and Paradise Hills. The total projected cost

to implement the new policies will be approxi-
mately $193.8 million.

The City’s wastewater treatment infrastructure
is centered around a single treatment facility
(Southside Water Reclamation Plant) located in
the South Valley. There is sufficient capacity in the
wastewater system to serve approximately 15,000
additional people. New Mexico Utilities, although
a private utility company, collects sewage in its ser-
vice area (primarily in Paradise Hills), and then, by
contract, adds the sewage to the City’s system for
treatment.

Drainage

The West Side Partnership has noted that storm
water flow and capacity is an overriding issue on
the area. Built drainage and irrigation facilities
exist mainly in populated eastern portions of the
area. Drainage facilities have been developed to
reduce flooding and retard erosion. Several
drainage systems are also utilized to lower water
tables, thus increasing the agricultural value of
lands. Drainage facilities controlled by
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area Flood Control
Authority (AMAFCA) consist of detention areas,
dams, diversion channels and arroyos that control
flows from the mesa’s eastern slopes. The Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD) con-
trols drainage on the Rio Grande Valley floor with
main irrigation and lateral lines to feed to and from
the Rio Grande River.
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Housing

Housing

According to the Human Services Needs
Assessment document by the Department of
Family and Community Services, the West Side has
the third highest percentage (69%) of owner occu-
pied housing units in the City of Albuquerque.
Both owners and renters in this area have higher
incomes, but the portion of their incomes which
pay for housing costs shows a different pattern
than in other parts of the City. For 37% of renters
(1,201 households), housing costs more than 30%
of their incomes. This is the third lowest proportion
in the City. However, for 24% of the homeowners in
this area (2,134 households), mortgage payments
require more than 30% of household income. This
is the highest proportion in the City. This may be a
reflection of the higher cost of owning housing par-
ticularly newer, single family units on the West
Side since income is relatively high in the area.
Even then, the City needs to continue aggressive
implementation of affordable housing, acquiring
and developing or redeveloping vacant or aban-

m meww ~. mv . mn:wnnm nwm awmm mon_m_ no:qmﬁ. g
, _ enhancing the lives o@oﬁw and
 seniors, supporting the family,
fostering and maintaining stable
~ neighborhoods and providing
. affordable roc&:m .

4 Achieve sustainable am%.onsma. and
. _um_msnma development and aam<m_ov. .
ment, including infill development.

17} ._:Qm&m.,m:s osBm_:m_ Eo"mnaoa mzu .
. «mmoEnm nozmmzmao: .

doned sites (in some cases, in joint partnership
with private developers) to provide, in mixed
income units (multi-family and single family)
when possible, more low and moderate cost hous-
ing for both renters and home buyers.

The City currently has no City-operated public
housing facilities on the West Side. One property
has been rehabilitated on the West Side with fed-
eral funds (Community Development Block Grant)
through the City’s Department of Family and
Community Services. That property is available to
low and moderate income renters. An similarly
funded affordable housing site in the Seven Bar
community has eight units available to low income
families.

An assessment of the need for additional hous-
ing rehabilitation and affordable housing needs to
be made to make low and moderate cost housing
available to home buyers.
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provides an attractive 51 acre recreational center
in the heart of the Westside Community.

The Westside Community Planning Area contains:

* 30 Neighborhood Parks: Of the 114 acres
of neighborhood parks, 15 acres are devel-
oped and individual park sizes range from
less than 1 to 12 acres. Facilities found in
Neighborhood Parks include: 6 play areas,
5 half basketball courts

9 Community Parks: Of the 98 acres of
community parks, 92 acres are developed
and sizes range from 1.5 to 51 acres.
Facilities found in Community Parks
include: 3 play areas, 7 game fields, 10
unlit tennis courts, 1 jogging path, 2 half
basketball courts, 1 full basketball court, 5
volleyball courts, 1 outdoor swimming pool
with building

4 Regional Parks: Of the 563 acres of
regional parks, 226 are developed.
Facilities found in Regional Parks include:
1 golf course, 1 shooting range, 1 model air-
plane field, 1 equestrian center

* 3 Open Space Facilities: Rio Grande Valley
State Park, Petroglyph National Monument
Blanchard Property, Las Marcadas Il

* Trails: Unser, San Antonio, Boca Negra,
Mariposa, Riverview

Current and Upcoming Projects

Projects recently completed, currently in progress,
or recently funded in the Westside Community
Planning Area include: West Bluff Park, Montano
West Park, Riverview Park, Mariposa Basin Park,
Piedras Marcadas Park, Congress Heights Park,
Rinconada Point Park, La Boca Negra Park,
Shooting Range Park, Taylor Ranch Community
Center, Homestead Circle Park, Laurelwood Park,
Ouray Medians, Parkway Park, Parkwest Park,
Richland Hills Park, Las Marcadas II Park,
Katherine Nicole Park, Hunter's Run Park, Paradise
Meadows Park, Tuscany Park, Presidio Park,
Ventana Ranch Park 7B, Ventana Ranch
Community Park, and Westside Trail Connections.
In addition, the following projects may receive
funding through the City’s Quarter Cent Tax: San
Antonio Oxbow Marsh, Northern 1/3 of North
Geologic Window, Blanchard Property, Atrisco
Terrace, Piedras Marcadas Pueblo Ruin Buffer
Lands, Calabacillas Arroyo, Volcano Cliffs,
Northern Sand Dunes and, an Open Space site
near the Westside, North Rio Puerco Escarpment.

Next Steps in Park, Open Space
and Trail Planning

Currently in progress is the development of a
Public Information Document describing existing
park, open space and trail facilities by individual
Community Planning Areas. The document also
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Crime and Safety

xmw m?&:@h

dﬁ West Side’s crime _u..ov_m.S s
‘considered the least serious 33. H
paredto the other ﬁ.m:s_:m areas
_:nm:m_am crime related activity, such
a3 problems with gangs, spray paint-
:@ litter, a&mm and &_nw_am .

_ six selected categories of qmnonma .

| B.n.m moﬁ,.mwm,_ West mwnnw,,nzaw .

aﬁe%:%u >&o=m. .

Cor tinue to ma:m:nm nsm 8335@.

 oriented policing activitiesforall
 neighborhoods on the West Side to
” .xmmv the Q_B_vm_ mnnSQ dow

.,>vﬁ< the noznmvﬂw and principl
- the nz ime Prevention ?3:@7

Environmental Design (CPTED) in

c&ms Qmmm: and mm<&o§dm n con
m_a»sn.o:w,

The Albuquerque Police Department (APD)
recently had a study completed by the Center for
Opinion Research of the University of New Mexico
to gauge attitudes toward the APD. They asked
respondents how they rated crime in relation to
other social concerns which included Jobs and the
Economy, Public Education, Drug Abuse,
Environmental Quality and Public Health Care. A
majority of the respondents (55 percent) consid-
ered Crime to be the single, biggest problem facing
residents of Albuquerque today.

However, when each planning area’s percep-
tion of the crime problem is analyzed separately,
the West Side’s crime problem is considered the
least serious of the areas. Similar results were
found for crime related activity, such as problems
with gangs, spray painting, litter, drugs and drinking.

In terms of the actual incidents of crime, the
incidences of crime on the West Side is considered
below average for the City/County as a whole.
Although there are certain West Side neighbor-
hoods which are subject to frequent increases in

mcm“ 1 m mswmznm Hsm _umm ic moam_ contract g :

. ,mzrm:%m the lives of youth and
_ seniors, supporting the family,
- fostering and maintaining stable

. ,H., n.zmmrmo«soo%mza providing
.mmcamvzm housing. -

[ momww.w uav«osm. n:wwn mm*mq mmé_nmw

crime, no one neighborhood experiences abnor-
mally high incidences of crime. In six selected
categories of reported crimes for 1995, West Side’s
crime rate was in the lower range of the City’s as a
whole. These categories are: DWI; drug/narcotic
violations; burglaries/breaking and entering; drive-
by shootings; gang-related homicides; and juvenile
violent crimes.

Police Stations

The West Side Substation on Los Volcanes Road,
NW, is the hub for the area’s police activity. A
mini-substation is also located at the Cottonwood
Mall primarily for the mall area.

Fire Protection

There are two fire stations serving the West Side;
one near Coors Boulevard and Sequoia (Fire
Station 17) and the other near Montano and Taylor
Ranch (Fire Station 18).
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xu< m:&.ﬁu.

+On the Smmﬁam. n..m_.m isone E_u E« .
every four persons while on the east
mﬁm of %m w_<m_.. there are two B_um
_toevery *os‘ persons.

.5@ majority of vmau"m who =<m on
. the West Side are crossing o<m~ wvm
m?m.. to the east side to work.

naao:iaoa Mall, m_nzocmr w::msm
_more va,owamR into the area, has
_created traffic jam, especially on nsm .
:oav.mo&: routes %3:@: the area.

dﬁ 83:53& sector is still devel- .
_opingtoa tw..wm extent mo“_oi,:m new
Bmam:nm %<m_.u_u§m:ﬂ inthe area.

. zosg.,m onthe West Sideis a site.
wumcanm =< d uﬁzuﬁma ﬂon Sa zmﬂn&“ -

Q the 20%:@ mm.m vmv&mmg on
 the West Side, 76% are in \a..m _m_uoq
mo.,no thi .m_..m% in the Og .

L ao mmmmm: 50 33355@ and traffic

i umzm..: of ¢ going across the River for
_ jobs, the City should accelerate _aa :
am«&_ogmsn on Gw Emmmam. -

mﬁaﬂmn.n sites to. m:ncc«mmm %:mm‘

‘mixed use development instead of |

§m ngnn:mao: of the strip am<&ov.
. 3@2 as mmms in Q:m_‘ vm;m Q ﬁrm .

west side community 29



JUSWNUOA AQ INO USAIS 8q JOU ISNU UOHRULIOJU
yons pue dijqnd ay) 0} paInqLIsIp aInjeIv)(| I8Y10
1o sdew ‘sainyd0iq JUSWNUO Ul P3sOSIp oq
0} Jou a1e sjulod SSaddY JUSWINUO dY) 0) SSad0e
JO S[OIIUOD 1OUIS SPUSWIWIODSI ue[d OIfdIRNg
9PIS 1S90 9l S[eIDIJO JUSWNUOJN JeUONBN
3y} pue A ay) O} UIBDUOD © Sl JUSWNUO SY)
10 98pa ay) Buoje syutod sseddr pooyloqySiaN

"$9deUNS SuIpuls pue sasnoy
p[oy ‘seale Suunioejnuew [00) OIY ‘sjudwuSife
}O01 ‘SSUUYS URDUSWIY SANRN M Suofe quawl
-diedss ) Suofe punoj osje aie swep JISYD pue
S90RLID) ‘S[[em Se ons sainjes] [ernj[noufe jusnuy
‘siopiaydsays ysiuedg 0] pue aIn}nd izseuy
Ay 0} pajnquipe usaq saey syd4ASonad oy jo
awog (0091 ‘A'V 01 §z€1 "q'V) pouad Al ojgend
ay) 0 SuiFuo[aq Way} JO 1SOUI Y)Im ‘S JUSIDI O]
pouad dreyoae sy} woiy ofe ur afuel sydLSonad
ayj, -sydA[Sonad Sunesid 10j [edp! WAY) soyew
sI9p[noq diuedjoa asay) uo euned jyrep e soje
=910 y21ym ssad01d uonisodop y "edusuly YUON Ul
syd4jSonad jo suonenuaduod 1sa1eaIs Y} Jo auo

: : .:o_um?_mmcnvu =5 _,.Omw._ : :
vcm uonsajoird %Em&co?:w mmmﬂuc_ I m _mou ]
. Emsao_g&v yu mcﬁn_u& Ew&
~dojaAvpai pue Juswdojensp paduejeg -
~ pue ‘Juswdojensp ajqeuielsns sAdIDY {hjeon ]

sey esaw Jsom ay) Jo juawdiedss diuedjoA ay],

"BSS]\ 1S9 9} UO 9deds
uado pajeusSisap Jo seare JSYI0 8y} 10 juswnuoul
3yl 0} Juadelpe Ajeipawi] are spooyloqysou
Auepy -juswdiedso jjeseq Suo[-9[IW-L] 9yl pue
S$9)IS [eD180[03YdIe 1510 pue suini ojgand jusioue
‘SuoAued ‘ssoued[OA I} Suipnpul seale [einjeu
ay) pue 1xaju0d exnynd Iy ‘sydAiSonad gogL1
pelewinisa ayy 109j0id 01 snbionbnqry jo A
ay) pue 91e1S 9yl Aq paSeuew Apuiol SI ‘yUsWILID
-AO§ [eIopa) 8y} Aq paiinboe ‘Juswinuow a1de-(Q1 ‘L
3y, "9duedYIUSIS [RUOHRU JO BaJR UE Se JUSUINUO
reuoneN ydA[Sonad paysijqeiss ssaISuo)) 0§61 U

Juawnuoy jpuonoy sydAjboiyad ay |

.w:vwon ay) jo uoneatasaid ay} pue uon
-njjod 1ire sy} ‘seyis oy1oads je (4sjem Ljqrssod pue)
S[10S 9Y]) JO uoleUllIRIUOD 3Y) ‘3)IS [edIS0j0oRyDIR
snoueA 9yl ‘yuswinuoly [euoneN syd4Sonsd
QU] SpNOUl 3SAY], "SINSS! paje[dl UOIRAISSUOD
pU® JUSUIUOIIAUS [e12A3s sjuasaid apIS 1Sop Sy

UOIBAIISUO) 91N0S9Y PUE UOI3I3301g [EJUSIUOIIAUT

Aunwwod 3pis 1sam Og




personnel or others providing tours. Only permit-
ted parking are to be established for the
neighborhoods adjacent to the Monument if
deemed necessary.

Among other requirements related to activities
surrounding the National Monument, the West
Side Strategic Plan also recommends strict adher-
ence to land use and design decisions to minimize
negative impacts upon the Monument.

Archeological Sites

The Westside has an abundance of archeological
sites and petroglyphs representing a continuous
record spanning over 10,000 years, with some
Paleo Indian sites dating back 12,000 years. The
significance of most of the archaeological sites
generally lies not in their long term preservation,
but in the information they offer. However, sub-
surface preservation allows for future excavation
to occur when better technology is available.

The majority of the known archaeological sites
fall within one of the following physiographic
regions: 1) within the floodplain and on the elevat-
ed terraces of the Rio Grande River; 2) along the
volcanic escarpment of the west mesa; and 3)
along the Rio Puerco escarpment and slopes.

Located within the Rio Grande floodplain are
several significant Pueblo sites. One of these sites,
believed to be the most extensive in the
Albuquerque area, is being nominated to the State

Register of Cultural Properties. Another site near
Taylor Ranch, dates from the Pueblo IV period and
also includes some pit houses from the
Basketmaker Il period. Of the approximately 225
other known archaeological sites found in this
area, ranging in age from 10,000 B.C. to A.D. 1600,
at least 30 sites were determined to be eligible for
nomination to the National Register.

The sedimentary layers of the Rio Puerco
escarpment have eroded to expose extensive
archaeological sites, many of which date to the
Pueblo IV period. Lithic artifacts are also found on
archaic sites (5500 B.C. to A.D. 400) along the
slope. The Rio Puerco flood plain should also be
noted for its numerous lithic scatters.

Currently, only those petroglyphs and archae-
ological sites located in publicly owned land have
any protection from future development.

The Bosque

The woodland environment, the Bosque, along the
Rio Grande is a unique local and Statewide
resource. This area is important for biological,
environmental, historic and recreational reasons. It
also provides visual relief from urbanization
through one of the most scenic views from the
West Side. This area is under the control of sever-
al local, State and federal agencies. The local
offices of the federal agencies have recently been
working on a plan outlining responsibilities for the
various functions the Bosque serves such as water

west side community 31



"asn Jjiqowoine Aq pasned Ajerousad syuenjjod
ire jo sdn-pying 9sned YdIym SUOISISAUL I9)
-um-piut pue uuds syj ut 3snp Suimolq Aq pajosyje
Auenorued st opIg 1sop 9yl Jo Aienb are oy,

A31ond a1y

‘ue|d juswdiedsy ess|y 1ISOMUHON
) pue ue[d I0pUIO)) SI00)) 943 AQ PaUI2A0S Ajjuai
-IND SJe Seale MIIA OM] 9S3aY], "seale juadelpe o)
wolj Juawdiedss dIUed[OA BY) WOI) dYl 0] SMIIA
9U) pue pIieAd[nog SI00)) JO 9PIS 1sed S} WOi)
Surejunojy erpues ay) pue anbsog 8y} JO SMalA
ay) aie A9y], "sjuowdOlPASD WLIDMIRSU WO YSU
Je aie pue [edonud A1oA aie SMIIA JO seale OM],

"SM3IA 0} [eD1JUD Jsoul
ale sjuowd[e USISAp 9SaY) se ‘suonenwi] Suissew
guiping pue ySiey ‘yoeqies oyads annbai [m
siyl op o], -s[qissod Jua)xa isajeals ay) 0} paAIds
-1d aq [[e Isnw esow isom Jej JY) Jo sasuedxs
Syl pue efed Yl JO SMSIA puR SIOUBD[OA B}
JO M31A ‘seipueg oY) JO smala ‘anbsog ayj Jo smala
‘sodoue 1ofew Suope smala ‘Jusuidiedss diued[oA
3Y] WOIj pue 0} SMSIA “eale ) Jo sjasse Arewiud
3U} JO SUO se sjuapIsal ANUNWWOD Aq pauysp aie
SPIS 1S3M 9Y) WO} pue 0} smala dlweioued ay],

smaip

‘JySnos aq pinoys anbsog
ay; jo uoneassaid pue onbsog syy o1 ssadoe
U99M1aq 9dUR[Rq [NjOIeD B ‘D109  UOIRA

-19sa1d anbsog jo 2A109(qO 8yl Yim PIPuod Lewr
anbsog ayj 03 sjutod ssaooe ajeaud pue d1qng

Jusurdo[oaap Ajsusp
IaySiy woyy anbsog sy Suusynq ur sjo1 juey
-1odunt ue apiaoid suoisiaipgns [eint Surnsixa sy,
"S9STL [RIDISUILIOD MO[[e 10 ANSUSP Y] asealdul
pInom UdI1ym ssfueyd SUOZ dININj WOI] pPapnpd
-a1d aq pinoys ‘s ueqpy se yons ‘pado[aasp
Apealle oaey UydIym SUOISIAIpQNS [einl Sul
-1sixa ay) ‘Ajjeuonippy ‘sesodind [euonesidal 10j
pasn o asn [eimnouse 10j yoeq pases] 8q pinod
Uoiym puey jo s@dred Aoy urenad jo aseyoind 10j
[enusjod sy areSnseaul osfe pinoys A1) ayy,

‘Seale PUB[POOM dInjeul jo §ul
-Iea[d ssofared Juaiaid 0} {jom se eaie siy} ul A|dde
[Im syuswaambai uonearssald 2ax], d,ucsw:v ay;
Ul suiejunojy eipueg sy} pue anbsog ay} 0} jusu
-do[aAsp mau ised pue U9OMISQ ‘ISA0 SMIIA MO[[e
0} 2q [[m sjusuwalInbal 3say) Jo [eOT Y], 'SI00)
JO 1sea eale oY) 10} SjuswaIINbai 9jA)s pue Suissew
‘10102 ‘ySeYy oreredas ysijqeise pue Sy} aziu
-80%al pinoys ueld 215a1eng apIS 1S9M By} Ul 10)
Pa[[ed saul[apIns uSISap apIS 1o Jo Juaurdolaas(]
‘Bale 9y} JO SmalA Juepodwl ay) pue suoOz uoy
-Isuen} anbsog ay) jo uononusep 10 uoneArssaid
3] 0] [edNUD i PIRAS[NOY SIO0)) JO SpIS 1Sed
o) Suofe Suneoo] juswidoaap jo sadA sy,

‘fjuno) pue
A1) ) JO SIPIS }Som pue ISeS BY} UsamIaq safe
-jUI] PUR UONEAIDAI ‘SUSUIUOIIAUD ISIDAIP-01q ‘asn
[eamnouse ‘afeurerp ‘uonodaloid pooy ‘Aiddns

Aunwwod apis 1sam  Z¢




The air quality of the area is the most fragile envi-
ronmental factor.

Airport/Traffic Noise

The Double Eagle Airport will be a major source of
noise within the area. Airport noise levels have
been mapped for the area. The areas encom-
passed by noise contours are exposed to airplane
noise levels which affect their land use suitability.
Other noise factors that characterize the area are
the Albuquerque International Airport and
Kirtland Air Force Base. Although, air traffic noise
from these sources is apparent, the noise does not
affect land use suitability. Roadways may also be
a major contributor to noise issues within the area,
especially the major arterials, such as Coors
Boulevard.

Noise

Although traffic noise contours have not been
mapped for the major roads in the area, a study
using Federal Highway Administration traffic
sound projections model indicates that 67db(A)
could be exceeded at the right-ofway line along
major streets and minor arterials carnrying in excess
of 15,000 ADT in the area by the year 2000. Major
existing roads in the area are 140, Coors Boulevard
and New Mexico 528.

Key m.:m.:mu. ‘

+ The Westside has an m_ucnamsnm &
. mﬂrmoﬁo@_n& sitesand wmqom_wurw .
representing a continuous record span-

ning over 10,000 years, with some Paleo

Indian sites am”sm back 12,000 wmma.

+ The <o*mm2n wmnwiamﬁ of the west
mesa has one of the greatest concen-

 trations of vm:cmaﬁ:m in za;: .
America,

- - Only those umﬂomm%vm and archaeo-

logical sites located in publicly owne

 fandhave any ﬁanmnwas m_.oa ?EE .,

. am<m‘ou3m=ﬁ

- Th vm:oqwg_n snsa \5 usm @a:.. ﬂrm

West Side are defined by noaac:_q
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the West Side
Community’s
Priority Issues



The priority issues are growth-related and they
include:

1.

Traffic congestion, especially along
Golf Course, McMahon and Ellison.

Overcrowding of schools and a
need for new schools.

Drainage and Water: Need for more
drainage facilities in newer areas of
the West Side; adequate supply of
water to sustain development on

‘the West Side.

4. Development of parks.

A combination of strategies will address these
important issues and they include:

1.

Revisions to sector plans, facility
plans, and design overlay zones,
etc. -

Transportation plan focused on
land use decisions, especially the
village and community center con-
cept.

Design guidelines for village and
community centers.

. Concurrency issues regarding devel-

opment.

Establish a task force to identify
alternatives for development in the
Volcano Cliffs area.
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